
Goals for Council Meeting 3

1. Regional vision and public involvement strategy
2. Plan for joint meetings on resource assessments
3. Status of population & employment forecasts
4. Discuss municipal & industrial water forecasts
5. Water resource assessments by EPD
6. Discuss management practices
7. COE presentation on Savannah River basin



www.georgiawaterplanning.org

Vision and Goals:

What do you want your rivers, lakes and 
groundwater to do for you and the citizens 
in the Savannah-Upper Ogeechee region? 



Why is a regional vision needed?

Guiding policy from 2004 Water Planning Act

Georgia manages water resources in a sustainable 
manner to:

1.  Support the state’s economy
2.  Protect public health and natural systems
3.  Enhance the quality of life for all citizens

Vision & Goals



Vision & Goals

The Council’s regional vision will:
• Define what the 2004 Act’s guiding policy means 

for your region

• Establish specific goals for the region’s waters in 
2050

• Guide selection of management practices 
(along with results of forecasts and resource 
assessments)



Visioning & Goal Setting Outline



Savannah-Upper Ogeechee Council Vision and Goals

CM1
The Savannah and Ogeechee Rivers along with the 
region’s groundwater resources will provide high 
quality water supplies for balanced growth while 
protecting the natural and built environments.  The 
Savannah – Upper Ogeechee Regional Water 
Planning Council will formulate river basin policies 
based on current and developing technologies and 
conservation methods. 
ends, Forces, Factors

Draft Vision



Savannah-Upper Ogeechee Council Vision and Goals

• Form a permanent Savannah-Upper Ogeechee 
Water Council as the conduit for bringing together 
all stakeholders and assisting the State with 
implementation of water resource goals.

• Plan for sufficient water supplies to support 
planned economic development, residential, 
industrial, agricultural, recreational and utility 
services in a sustainable manner.

Draft Goals



Savannah-Upper Ogeechee Council Vision and Goals

• Work with EPD to establish ongoing relationships 
with South Carolina stakeholders to address water 
sharing issues.

• Work to enhance the public’s understanding of the 
regional water issues and the need for support of 
new policies to protect future resources.

• Identify opportunities for water reuse in the region.

Draft Goals





Adopt a Public Involvement Plan

Who are the key stakeholders?
• Local government officials
• Other water councils
• Regional Commissions
• Businesses (local, small, large, etc.)
• Industries
• Agricultural
• Forestry
• Educational institutions
• Tourism
• Recreation
• Environment
• The Public

Others?



Adopt a Public Involvement Plan

Procedural criteria 
• All regional water planning council meetings will be open meetings.
• Comments should pertain to topic(s) of meeting
• 3 minutes per speaker will be provided at the end of our meetings
• Provisions for written comments will be made available

Meeting Announcements
• Posted on the website
• 24 hour notice of any meetings
• Meeting agenda will be posted
• Meeting summaries will be posted

Other items to add? 

Other items to add? 



Adopt a Public Involvement Plan

How  can stakeholders and the public comment?
• Attend meetings
• Website – documents will be posted with timeframes for comment
• Letters
• Email
• Public notice periods

Other items to add? 



Adopt a Public Involvement Plan

Local government involvement
• Regional population, economic and employment forecasts
• Fiscal implications of water management practices
• Draft regional water plan
• Members of local governments provided an opportunity to 

comment at the end of meetings
• Members of local governments may provide written 

comments

Other Regional Water Planning Councils
• Shared resource meetings
• If requested, announcements or progress reports from 

adjacent regional water planning councils
• Additional coordination if the council deems appropriate.

Other items 
to add? 
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